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never did any men undertake so great a business as this
assault of ours, since the beginning of the world.
p. 69. [When the Greek Emperor had surrendered the
city], you may be assured that many of our army went to see
this city of Constantinople, and the rich palaces and churches
that were so many, Of relics I speak not; for at that time
[before the sack of the city] there were as many here as in all
the rest of the world.
p. 94- [When we had sacked the city], the chattels and
the spoils were brought together....Rest assured that much
riches were there; for, without counting all that was stolen,
or the equal share given to the Venetians, four hundred
thousand silver marks were brought together, and a good ten
thousand horses and mules.
2      A MERCHANT ADVENTURER
The Life of St Godric is one of those real biographies which are too
seldom met with among the mass of conventional Saints' Lives. It was
composed by his younger contemporary, Reginald, a monk of Durhamj
and was written before the Sainf s death in 1170. The author, as Boswell
in like case, had often taken notes of St Godric's words on the very day on
which they were uttered (p, 315). It exists in three recensions, each fuller
than its predecessor. The Surtees Society edition (1847) follows the latest
of these, but gives interesting variations in the notes. The following trans-
lation is based mainly upon the briefer variants, but with occasional
substitution of the longer text The unique interest of lie book is that
Godric, before retiring to his hermitage, was a "mercator"; and that,
tfranfrs to Reginald's fidelity, we have here what is practically the auto-
biography of a "Marchant with a forked herd" in the 12th century.
p. 21. This holy man's father was named Ailward, and his
mother Edwenna; both of slender rank and wealth, but abun-
dant in righteousness and virtue. They were born in Norfolk,
and had long lived in the township called Walpoku-.When
the boy had passed his childish years quietly at home; then,
as he began to grow to manhood, he began to follow moie
prudent ways of life, and to learn carefully and persistently
the teachings of worldly forethought Wherefore he chose not
to follow the life erf" a husbandman, but rather to study, learn
and exercise the rudiments of more subtle conceptions, For
this reason, aspiring to the merchant's trade, ke begaa to &How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